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to their fatherlands. This authorship by committee is appropriate since no
single mind can present with authority the numerous techniques of the laboratory
as applied to clinical medicine. Authoritative editorship of the various sections
is available: Cruickshank for bacteriology, Allott for biochemistry, Della Vida
of Rome for hematology and cytology, and Robb-Smith for histology.
The book represents a panorama of the advances of the past 10-15 years.
They have been notable: Methods concerned with Rh typing of the blood;
those concerned with the assay of antibiotics in tissue fluids; the use of penicillin
in special media for the isolation of such resistant organisms as H. pertussis;
the cytological diagnosis of cancer by the identification of desquamated cells in
exudates and secretions; the differential Paul-Bunnell test-to mention but a few.
The latest references are dated 1945. But even where a sufficiency of time
has elapsed for intelligence to span the Atlantic, there are certain surprising
omissions. Thus, the Takata-Ara reaction is discussed, but Hanger's cephalin
flocculation method is merely named. There is no mention of the spectrophotom-
eter. So useful a technique as the antifibrinolysin test is likewise omitted. On
the other hand, one may complain that in a book entitled "Advances," it is
superfluous to present without emendation such methods as those of Ziehl-
Neelsen, Dorsett, or Petroff.
Many parts of the book are notable for skilful presentation and for the
good judgment and fairness with which controversial issues are discussed.
Particularly clear and well balanced are Della Vida's and F. Pick's presentation
of certain aspects of hematology, Wiesner's of testicular biopsies, Dorothy
Russell's of thewet-film technique in neurosurgery, and Holmes' of the peripheral
nerve biopsies. The illustrations in the section on "Histology" are a delight to
behold, although some have perhaps come too much under the influence of the
publisher's reducing glass. Alan Lendrum's appraisal of histological methods
has the value of a report of what has been tried and found true, and contains
many new suggestions.
This volume is more than a competent summary of the newer techniques;
it breathes the spirit of investigation and anticipation of even greater things to
come. AVERILL A. LIEBOW
THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF DIARRHEAL DISEASES. By
William Z. Fradkin. Grune and Stratton, Inc., New York, 1947. xiv +
254 pp.
Few conditions receive as short shrift in general practice as do the diarrheal
diseases. Although the experiences of the war have increased general awareness
of the many specific causes, all too often diarrhea in civilian practice is treated by
symptomatic measures only or by masterly inactivity. The present volume would
serve the physician admirably as a guide to the rational treatment of the diarrheal
diseases, since etiology, diagnosis, and treatment receive equal emphasis. The
reader who may be aware of the controversial nature of many current concepts,
particularly in regard to such distressing states as chronic ulcerative colitis, will
not encounter here any lengthy consideration of all pertinent sides of theBOOK REVIEWS 133
question. The practicing physician, however, will find the brevity and sharpness
of focus which characterize this work greatly to his advantage. M. TAGER
NUCLEIC ACID. By J. F. Danielli and R. Brown. Symposia of the
Society for Experimental Biology, No. 1. Cambridge University Press.
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1947. vi + 290 pp. $8.50
This volume presents the papers read at a symposium of the Society for
Experimental Biology held at Cambridge in July 1946. The reader will find much
basic material pertaining to current concepts of the chemistry and biology of
the nucleic acids and related compounds. The far-reaching importance of these
substances becomes immediately apparent from the diversity of fields to which
their study has contributed. One gets glimpses of applications to cytology and
cytopathology, to biological chemistry and to bacteriology, to genetics and
oncology, and to cellular physiology in its most basic sense. The outstanding
achievements of the Institute for Cell Research of Stockholm are well represented
in the papers of Casparsson and Hyden, and point to the great promise which
this work holds for the future. M. TAGER
CURARE, Its History, Nature and Clinical Use. By A. R. McIntyre.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1947. vii + 240 pp. $5
The appearance of this monograph at a time when there is a marked
resurgence of interest in curare will be of great value to investigators. The
author, himself a contributor to the field, has read every reference of importance
bearing on the subject and he includes 1333 references (some are duplications),
at the end of the various chapters. There is included also a comprehensive subject
and author index. The style of the book permits easy, pleasant reading; especially
noticeable is its treatment of controversial problems.
About one-third of the book is devoted to the early history of curare. The
experiences of early explorers are presented in detail and are fascinating reading.
The chapters on the action of curare on nerve and muscle and on the theories of
curarization are particularly valuable. The author has presented the details of a
difficult topic clearly and without entering unnecessarily into the chemical vs.
electrical theories of transmission.
Although it is true that the present status of the purified form of curare in
dinical use is uncertain, there is intense interest and widespread dinical applica-
tion. It is unfortunate that the chapter on the clinical use of curare is so brief as to
be of little value to the clinician. E. L. MCCAWLEY
X-RAY DIFFRACTION STUDIES IN BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE. By
Mona Spiegel-Adolf and George C. Henny. Grune & Stratton, New
York, 1947. v + 215 pp. $5.50.
Since 1912 when Von Laue suggested that the regular arrangement of atoms
and molecules in lattice planes spaced in the range of x-ray wave lengths might